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If you would like to schedule these professional learning workshops please email our Assistant Manager, Debbie Martens debbie.martens@act.gov.au to obtain a request form. (Request forms are available to download from the website).
Some options for delivery of the course are:

· Whole staff workshops (facilitator will structure the course through advice from a school contact) follow-up sessions can include support with planning

· Faculty-based workshops (facilitator will modify the course to focus on particular learning area/s) follow-up sessions can include support with planning.

To discuss your needs with us please phone Debbie Martens on 62057616.




Middle Years Mental Computation


Suitable for teachers of Years 4 to 8 with application for all the primary years


Course delivery 8 x 2 hour workshops


Explicit teaching strategies to improve student’s facility with mental computation


Middle Years Mental Computation aims to increase teachers’ professional knowledge, understanding and skill in connecting teaching, learning and assessment to support their students in learning mental computation strategies for addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, fractions, decimals and percentages.  It is suggested that participants have access to Mental Computation – A Strategies Approach, McIntosh and Dole


Workshop 1: Assessment and planning


Within this workshop teachers will become familiar with the assessment for learning tool that accompanies the professional learning.  The will also be a focus on how to incorporate an explicit session for mental computation into a mathematics program.  Planning will incorporate the document, Scaffolding Mental Computation, which links explicitly with Count Me In Too (NSW DET)


Workshop 2: Whole number addition and subtraction


This workshop will focus on teaching strategies for developing conceptual understanding in whole number.  Key research from Dr Shelley Dole and Professor Alistair McIntosh is incorporated particularly in students developing written methods.


Workshop 3: Whole number multiplication and division 


This workshop aims to increase teacher’s understanding of how students begin to develop multiplicative thinking.  Research from Professor Dianne Siemon is incorporated particularly with developing a strategies approach and partitioning and quotition division.


Workshop 4: Fraction understanding and simple addition and subtraction


Within this workshop manipulative tools are used to develop students’ understanding of fractions, it also highlights the importance of symbolic notation and how to introduce this.  Again the work of Professor Dianne Siemon on multiplicative thinking is incorporated.


Workshop 5: Partitioning for fractions, more complex fraction operations


This workshop will focus on teaching strategies to further develop students’ understanding of fraction operations.  It includes strategies for linking symbols, words and meaningful diagrams.


Workshop 6: Decimals


This workshop aims to increase teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge and provide teaching ideas for understanding and operating with decimals.


Workshop 7: Percentage


This workshop will focus on teaching strategies for proportional reasoning, using research from Dr Shelley Dole.


Workshop 8: Ratio


This workshop provides teachers with pedagogical content knowledge to further develop proportional reasoning.				
















