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CERTIFICATE OF GIFTED EDUCATON (COGE)
ACT Teacher Scholarships
2011 
Guidelines

Teacher Scholarships
The COGE Teacher Scholarships enable ACT public school teachers to undertake further education that will lead to an improvement in student learning outcomes across the ACT public education system. These scholarships are funded by the Curriculum Support section.
Selection for a COGE Teacher Scholarship is made on the basis of an individual’s application and after consideration by a selection committee using the criteria listed below. For these scholarships, candidates enrol directly with the provider (GERRIC, UNSW) at http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/media/File/COGE_2012_Brochure.pdf once EDT has agreed to the teacher’s participation. The closing date for enrolment applications at GERRIC, UNSW is Friday 11 November 2011. Please note, the Scholarship is provided for Option A only (Post Graduate Certificate with Assessment).
Criteria
The criteria below are used to determine successful applicants:
The applicant’s eligibility
The supporting statement in the application
Evidence of how the course of study will improve student learning outcomes
Evidence of the candidate’s willingness and ability to share professional learning resulting from the scholarship
Principal/Manager endorsement
Applications are encouraged from any ACT public school teacher who has been employed with the Directorate for a minimum of three continuous years in a contract or permanent capacity.  
Program Delivery and Attendance
There are two formats for COGE: face-to-face learning, consisting of 120 hours of classroom attendance spread over four stand down periods at UNSW; or, a composite of on-line learning and four days of face-to-face learning at UNSW.
Intake occurs once a year, in November/December.

COGE contains no examination; however, each of the four program courses requires the completion of two practical assignments which will be assessed for quality by the program leaders. The courses are as follows:
Course 1: Key Concepts and Issues in Gifted Education
Course 2: Identification of Gifted Students
Course 3: Curriculum Differentiation and Assessment in Gifted Education
Course 4: Developing Effective Programs for Gifted Students
Further details can be found at: http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/for-teachers/coge/
Award of the COGE Certificate
Successful completion of the COGE program will be recognised with the award of a Certificate from the UNSW. A number of universities allow COGE graduates to credit COGE towards their Masters degrees.

Role of the COGE Scholarship Committee
The COGE Scholarship Committee will: 
Manage the selection process
Account for and manage the ACT COGE Scholarship Fund
Report on outcomes, issues, finances, procedures or policy in relation to scholarships
Ensure that minuted proceedings of the committee provide a basis for specific and constructive feedback to applicants. 
The selection committee will comprise:
Manager Curriculum Support, ACT Education and Training Directorate
Curriculum Executive Officer, ACT Education and Training Directorate
Curriculum Executive Officer, ACT Education and Training Directorate

Eligibility Criteria  
This table assists applicants to assess their level of eligibility for a scholarship. 
	If …
	Then …

	you are currently employed as a teacher with ACT ETD; and 
· have been employed for at least 3 years; or
· have been employed on contract for more than 3 years 

	Yes, you are eligible

	you are committed to continuing your employment in ACT ETD for the next 3 years and you have said yes to the above criteria

	Yes, you are eligible


Duration and Amount of Individual Scholarships
A scholarship may be awarded for a maximum period of two years to assist with program fees. If you are successful in your application you will receive a scholarship to the value of Option A $3675.00.


Scholarships Award – Fee Payment
Fees are reimbursed or paid upon evidence of successful completion of the program. The table below outlines what a scholarship may provide:  
	The scholarship will support:

	The scholarship will not support:


	Program fees - to complete the Post Grad Certificate with Assessment to attain the Certificate of Gifted Education (COGE)

	Costs for residential schools, travel expenses or parking vouchers



NB: Individual scholarship holders pay for their program fees themselves and are reimbursed on submission of evidence (transcript and paid invoice) upon successful completion of that program.  Participants in programs are supported on the condition that they successfully complete the whole program.
Notification to Applicants 
Applicants will be notified by email of the outcome and letter of their successful/unsuccessful application.  Decisions made by the committee are final. Successful applicants are required to formally accept the offer within ten days of receipt of their offer.  
Feedback to Applicants
Unsuccessful applicants may seek feedback by contacting the COGE Scholarships Program Coordinator.
Expectations of Scholarship Recipients/Evidence of Completion 
By accepting a scholarship you will be required to maintain personal records, and fulfil all of the following obligations:
	Expectations during and at the end of the scholarship period
You must forward to the Scholarship Program Coordinator:

	A change to work location or personal details

	Original receipts showing payment of program fees and final transcript (or proof of successful completion of COGE) for reimbursement purposes

	Undertake as requested professional sharing occasions with colleagues or staff working in the ACT Education and Training Directorate during or after your studies.



Submission of Application
Applications are forwarded to:
	By mail: 
Curriculum Executive Officer, Gifted and Talented Education P-12
Curriculum Support 
Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning
Education and Training Directorate
GPO Box 158
Canberra ACT 2601

	By Hand/ Internal Courier Service
Curriculum Executive Officer, Gifted and Talented Education P-12
Curriculum Support 
Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning
51 Fremantle Drive
STIRLING ACT 2611

	By Email:
Emailed applications will be accepted before the closing date where a PDF copy with the Principal’s signature of recommendation is also received.
helen.cox@act.gov.au

	


Preparing an Application
Applications should be typed and sent electronically showing scanned signatures if at all possible.  
Applications should contain:
· COGE ACT Teacher Scholarships Application Form
· Principal/Manager’s Recommendation – Page 4 of the application form
· Printed copy to be sent via courier or mailed.
Document Location 
Electronic copies of all required paper work are available on the Education and Training Directorate website Professional Learning link: 
http://www.det.act.gov.au/teaching_and_learning/professional_learning/act_teacher_scholarships
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