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If you would like to schedule these professional learning workshops please email  jennifer.mayers@act.gov.au or kathryn.sutherland@act.gov.au to obtain a request form.

(Request forms are available to download from the website).
Some options for delivery of the course are:

· Whole staff workshops (facilitator will structure the course through advice from a school contact) follow-up sessions can include support with planning

· Faculty-based workshops (facilitator will modify the course to focus on particular learning area/s) follow-up sessions can include support with planning.





Incorporating Strategies for an Inclusive Curriculum (InSinc)


Suitable for all secondary year groups


Course delivery is 5 x 2 ½ hour workshops


Explicit teaching strategies to improve student’s literacy skills across all learning areas


InSinc, which evolved from the highly regarded LUAC program, is a series of five 2½-hour workshops designed to enhance teaching pedagogy in all learning areas. Whilst originally designed to support students of non-English speaking backgrounds, the inclusive strategies are effective in improving all students’ literacy outcomes. The emphasis on scaffolding language and literacy is beneficial for all students in all settings. InSinc strategies are linked to the ACT Curriculum framework and to the Quality Teaching model, and support the general capabilities of the Australian Curriculum.


Workshop 1: Socio-cultural literacy: Socio-cultural literacy theory links students’ socio-cultural background, knowledge and experience with their ability to become literate in different text types.  In this workshop we consider how our cultural perspective frames our thinking, our learning and our teaching. We explore strategies to raise student awareness that language varies with situational and cultural contexts, as a first step towards expanding students’ language resources to express their ideas effectively in those contexts.


Workshop 2: Sharing the talk: For effective communication to occur, there needs to be a clear understanding of intended meaning between a speaker and a listener.  Meaning does not only reside in text or language but involves other socio-cultural understandings or frames of reference. In this workshop we address barriers to understanding and consider strategies to build students’ communication skills using ‘purposeful talk’ which acts to create new knowledge and is central to the learning process in the classroom. Through active participation in purposeful talk, students are encouraged to use increasingly more specific and complex language to explain their ideas to others. 


Workshop 3: Reading to learn: In the secondary school context students are required to read to learn.  Subject literacy is a key component of the knowledge of a key learning area. Teachers need to ensure that students have the necessary literacy skills to access the information in the texts used in their subject areas. This is especially the case for ESL learners who are grappling with the multiple demands of learning a new language while learning in a new language. In this workshop we explore a range of strategies for assisting students to engage effectively with texts in the secondary classroom.


Workshop 4: Writing in context: Students do not learn writing by osmosis. The conventions of writing must be explicitly taught. This workshop focuses on the use of simple models of construction, an understanding of audience and purpose, and scaffolding strategies to build students’ capacity to express their ideas clearly in a variety of written contexts – all within the framework of the teaching and learning cycle.


Workshop 5: Scaffolding learning across the curriculum: Each subject poses its own language and literacy demands for the learner.  Students need a sound understanding of the specialist language and text forms used in a learning area to access the content and to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.  In this workshop we consolidate skills covered in earlier workshops and apply these to participants’ specific subject areas. We also look at developing students’ independent research skills through scaffolding.
















