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Introduction

The Australian Government provides funding to ACT schools to support the development of a whole school approach to values education. Funding assists schools to embed values and student well-being into their school community, through curriculum and school based activities. 
Grants
Grants are allocated to schools to implement and continue whole school values education programs which include initiatives to embed the Australian Government’s Building Values Across the Whole School resource package. All ACT schools are invited to apply for funding to design, implement and evaluate the outcomes of a high quality values education project. An information session to assist all schools who wish to apply will be held on Wednesday 12 November 2008.
It is anticipated that many schools who previously completed a Values Education forum within their community, will apply to continue to embed these programs within their curriculum. All applications will be considered by the ACT Values Education Advisory Committee.  

Evidence Based Research

The funded schools will work in partnership with the University of Canberra and the Australian Catholic University to provide an evidence base for developing a whole school approach to values education, student wellbeing, resilience, positive education and service learning. Research investigations will broadly cover the nature of change in school culture and student achievement resulting from values education implementation.

The outcomes of the funded projects will be shared with the wider ACT education community to foster greater knowledge, understanding and good practice in values education and student wellbeing. 
Funded schools will be required to work with the researchers to gather and analyze data throughout the project. More information on action research tools will be provided at the information session on Wednesday 12 November 2008.
Grant Criteria

· The project must be consistent with the National Framework for Values Education in Australian Schools http://www.valueseducation.edu.au/ and consider what place values education plays in the policies and curriculum of the school.

· Your school should apply the Framework as a whole school approach in one or more of these areas;
· integration of values education in all areas of the curriculum (incorporating values across all the key learning areas)

· school ethos and governance (integrating values into all school policies and practices, including community partnerships); and
· student social skills (developing student responsibility in local, national and global contexts and building student resilience).
· Project aims and activities are to be directed toward the development and implementation of a whole school approach to Values Education and student wellbeing; and include initiatives to embed the Australian Government’s Building Values Across the Whole School resource package http://www.valueseducation.edu.au/values/val_values_for_australian_schooling_stage_1,20874.html 
· The funded school/s are expected to host a twilight case study session for ACT teachers, to showcase their whole school approach and share good practice in values education, student wellbeing and positive education. These sessions link directly to the ACT Quality Teaching model and the curriculum framework implementation
· The approved project must be developed and have commenced at the beginning of Term 1 2009 and have been evaluated and funds acquitted by 25 September 2009.
· Funding from the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) is to be verbally acknowledged at any values related activity and on any associated materials.  The Australian Government Coat of Arms must be included on all developed materials.  The logo and statement may be copied, resized and pasted into your promotional material.
Ideas for whole school values education projects may include:

· developing values based student well-being and positive education approaches through curriculum implementation;

· improving learning through fostering student wellbeing;
· personal action for the achievement of sustainable futures and fostering student participation in Australia’s democracy as active and informed citizens;
· developing student awareness and positive behaviours for a socially inclusive community;

· developing positive relationships and mutual understanding in Indigenous, interfaith and intercultural community settings;
· demonstrable improvement in learning engagement and general academic outcomes;

· embedding values in school culture and practice to inform school community aims and practices;
· developing an ethos of service and learning through service to others (e.g. student action teams, service learning); and

· ensuring values are incorporated into school policies and teaching programs across the key learning areas.
Who should oversee the values education project?

Schools should establish an organising committee to coordinate the funded project.  The group may include teachers, students and, where possible, parents and a community member, or you may already have an existing group which could coordinate the work.  Schools should also elect a project coordinator who will be the school contact for the duration of the project.

Applications 

Individual schools are invited to apply for grants of  $ 7000 . Clusters of schools may apply for $14 000 to undertake a combined Values Education project.
An application form accompanies this information package (see Appendix A).
Evaluation and Acquittal
An acquittal of funds and an evaluation of outcomes must be received by the Values Education Officer by 25 September 2009. A one page evaluation template and an acquittal form will be provided once the funded projects have been announced. 
How to apply 

All ACT schools are encouraged to apply. Applications must be received by the Values Education Officer no later than Friday 28 November 2008.  Successful schools will be notified by Friday 12 December 2008. 
Application forms accompany this information package and are able to be emailed or faxed to the Values Education Officer.  

Who to contact

If you require further information, please contact Kristy Aitchison, Values Education Officer, in the ACT Department of Education and Training.  Her contact details are as follows:

Curriculum Support and Student Well-being

ACT Department of Education and Training

GPO Box 158






CANBERRA ACT 2601
kristy.aitchison@act.gov.au
Ph.
 6207 6824

Fax.
 6205 9340

ACT Values Education Advisory Committee

	Chair 

Trish Wilks

ACT DET 

Director Curriculum Support and Professional Learning
	Dr. Michael Kindler 

ACT DET

Manager Curriculum Support



	Maureen Bartle 

ACT DET 

Assistant Manager Student Well-being
	Kristy Aitchison 

ACT DET 

Curriculum Officer Values and Drug Forums



	Andrea Dean CEO 

Coordinator Religious Education and Faith Community Development


	Meredith Joslin

 AIS ACT 

Executive Director



	Dr. Thomas Nielsen

University of Canberra
	Dr. Carolyn Broadbent

Australian Catholic University



	Elton Ivers

Parents and Citizens Council

Parent Representative
	Kate Lyttle

Association of Parents and Friends ACT

Parent Representative

	Catherine Rey

 Merici College

CEO Principal representative
	Daniel Zobel

Fadden Primary School

Primary Principals Association




APPENDIX A
APPLICATION FOR VAUES EDUCATION AND STUDENT WELLBEING GRANT 2009
	Lead School
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Fax Number
	

	Contact Person
	

	Email 
	

	

	Cluster School 1
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Fax Number
	

	Contact Person
	

	Email
	


	Cluster School 2
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Fax Number
	

	Contact Person
	

	Email
	


	Cluster School 3
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Fax Number
	

	Contact Person
	

	Email
	


	Project Title:




	Please provide a description of your whole school values education project:




	How will the proposed project incorporate the Australian Government’s Building Values Across the Whole School resource package?



	How will the proposed project reflect the National Framework for Values Education in Australian Schools?



	How will the development of the forum reflect the Nine Values for Australian Schooling?




The Values for Australian Schooling poster will be displayed prominently in the school   (
Willing to host a twilight professional learning session to showcase proposed project      (
Funding breakdown:
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Principal (name):_____________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________

Date: _______________________
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