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Major changes to education requirements 

Dear Parents, 

From 1 January 2010 there will be important changes to the ACT compulsory school age (currently ending at 15). 

All young people will be legally required to remain in education until completion of their Year 10 program of studies and then participate full-time in further education, training or employment until reaching age 17 or completing Year 12 or equivalent, whichever occurs first. 

The reform follows recent amendments to the Education Act 2004 (ACT). These changes aim to increase educational opportunities for all young people and lead to improved employment prospects.

Many ACT students choose to continue in education until Year 12. These changes will not impact on them. 

However, students who have not turned 17, and who are looking to undertake work-related training or employment after Year 10 will need to seek an Approval Statement from the ACT Department of Education and Training to do so. This is required to ensure the training or employment meets the new legislative requirements and the Department’s guidelines.

It is important that all parents of students affected in 2010 and ensuing years, and students themselves, are aware of their education responsibilities under the amended legislation. 

The changes will not affect students who are leaving school this year either at the end of Year 10 or aged fifteen.
More detailed information about the legislative changes and the implications for parents and students will shortly be available on the Department’s website at www.det.act.gov.au
Further information will also be provided in the media over the coming weeks and during January.

Thank you for your cooperation as we transition to these exciting changes.

Dr Jim Watterston 

Chief Executive
ACT Department of Education and Training
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