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Australian Apprenticeships in the ACT are regulated by the Training and Tertiary Education Act 2003 (the Act).  The Training and Tertiary Education Directorate of the ACT Department of Education and Training is the body responsible for managing the Australian Apprenticeships system for the ACT.  

Section 55E of the Act states that:

“An employer commits an offence if – 

· the employer provides a person with work-related training for a qualification or statement of attainment, and

· the employer employs the person on Trainee or Apprentice wages and conditions, and

· there is no approved training contract between the employer and the person.”

The Act sets the maximum penalty for the above offence at $5,000 for an individual and $25,000 for a corporation.

An employer can employ a potential Australian Apprentice on probation if they wish to try out a new employee before entering into a Training Contract with them.  However the probation period is not part of the Training Contract duration,  Refer to the Probation Fact Sheet on the Department’s website at http://www.det.act.gov.au/vhe/australian_apprenticeships .  Employers cannot pay Trainee or Apprentice wages before the commencement date of their Training Contract, as this is an offence under the Act.  

An employee cannot be classified as an Australian Apprentice until a Training Contract between the employer and employee has been lodged with and approved by the Training and Tertiary Education Directorate.  

Employers must contact an Australian Apprenticeships Centre to organise the signing and lodgement of a Training Contract (go to www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au).  Both the employer and the Australian Apprentice will receive a letter from the Department advising when their Training Contract has been approved.  

For further information please contact:

Training and Tertiary Education

ACT Department of Education and Training

Phone:  02 6205 8555

apprenticeship@act.gov.au
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